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FARM LABOR 
 
 

UNITED STATES 
 

 

April Hired Workers Up 9 Percent; Wage Rate Increased 2 Percent from Previous Year  
 
There were 688,000 workers hired directly by farm operators on the Nation's farms and ranches during the week of April 

12-18, 2020, up 9 percent from the April 2019 reference week. Workers hired directly by farm operators numbered 568,000 

during the week of January 12-18, 2020, up 14 percent from the January 2019 reference week.  

 

Farm operators paid their hired workers an average wage of $15.07 per hour during the April 2020 reference week, up 2 

percent from the April 2019 reference week. Field workers received an average of $14.19 per hour, up 3 percent. Livestock 

workers earned $14.10 per hour, up 4 percent. The field and livestock worker combined wage rate, at $14.16 per hour, was 

up 3 percent from the 2019 reference week. Hired laborers worked an average of 40.3 hours during the April 2020 reference 

week, down 1 percent from the hours worked during the April 2019 reference week.  

 

Farm operators paid their hired workers an average wage of $15.28 per hour during the January 2020 reference week, up 2 

percent from the January 2019 reference week. Field workers received an average of $14.18 per hour, up 3 percent, while 

livestock workers earned $14.22 per hour, up 3 percent from a year earlier. The field and livestock worker combined wage 

rate, at $14.20 per hour, was up 3 percent from the January 2019 reference week. Hired laborers worked an average of 40.2 

hours during the January 2020 reference week, up 2 percent from the hours worked during the January 2019 reference week. 

 

For a full copy of the Farm Labor report please visit www.nass.usda.gov. Results for specific states are listed under the 

following Farm Labor release regions: 

 

 Montana and Wyoming   Mountain I 

 Colorado and Utah   Mountain II 

 Arizona and New Mexico  Mountain III 

 

For state specific questions please contact:  
 

 Arizona – Dave DeWalt   1-800-645-7286 

 Colorado – William R. Meyer  1-800-392-3202 

 Montana – Eric Sommer  1-800-835-2612 

 New Mexico – Longino Bustillo  1-800-530-8810 

 Utah – John Hilton   1-800-747-8522 

 Wyoming – Rhonda Brandt  1-800-892-1660 
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